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SHORTER NOTICES. 


I. The Practitioner’s Handbook of Treatment ; or the 

Principles of Therapeutics. By J. Milner Fothergill, 
M. D.; member of the Royal College of Physicians of Lon¬ 
don; Assistant Physician of the City of London Hospital 
for Diseases of the Chest, etc. Philadelphia; Henry C. Lea, 
1877. Chicago: Jansen, McClurg & Co. 

II. A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the Skin. By 
Louis A. Duhring, M. D., Professor of Diseases of the Skin, 
in the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, etc. 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippineott & Co., 1877. 618 pages. 
Chicago: Jansen, McClurg & Co. 

III. Recherches Cliniques et Thera peutiques sur l’Epi- 
lepsie ET l’Hysterie. Compte-rendu Observations Rec- 
ueillies a la Sulpetriere de 1872 a 1875. Par Bourneville, 
Ancien Interne des Hopitaux de Paris; Redacteur en chef 
du Progres Medical. 500 pages. Paris, 1876. 

IY. Civil Malpractice : A Treatise on Suroical Jurispru¬ 
dence. With chapters on Skill in Diagnosis and Treat¬ 
ment, Prognosis in Fractures, and Negligence. By M. A. 
McClelland, M. D. New York: Hurd & Houghton, 1877. 
554 pages. Chicago: Hadley Bros. 

V. The Treatment of Syphilis. By E. L. Keyes, A. M. 

M. D. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1877. 83 pages. 
Chicago: Jansen, McClurg & Co. 

VI. Memoires sur la Galvano-Caustique Thermique. Par le 
Docteur A. Ainussat j£/s. Avee 44 figures, intercalees dans 
le Texte. Dessinees par Faguet, etc. Paris, 1876. Germer 
Bailliere. 125 pages. 

VII. Transactions of the Twenty-sixth Anniversary 
Meeting of the Illinois State Medical Society. Held 
in the City of Urbana, May 16, 17 and 18, 1876. N. S. 
Davis, Permanent Secretary. Chicago, 1876. 

I. The author’s plan in this volume was, as he states, not to 
produce an imperfect work on the practice of medicine, but to 
endeavor to give some idea of the rationale of our therapeutic 
measures. There was certainly abundant opportunity for the 
work; we know of no other with the same object and plaD of 
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V, 

execution. Dr. Fothergill says that it is the result of the labor 
of nine years, during all of which time he has had its production 
as an object in view. Looked at in this light, it is, perhaps, in 
some respects disappointing, but he probably only means to say 
the idea of the work, so to speak, has been in his mind for that 
time, and that it embodies the results of the experience of per¬ 
haps even a much longer period. 

There is probably nothing that is more difficult for the young 
medical man, just entering upon practice and meeting with 
what are certainly to him novel phenomena of disease, than to 
know just howto apply general principles to therapeutics, to 
cut loose from the notion of specifics that is as false as it is pop¬ 
ular, and to at once apply his educated common sense to the 
task before him. A very large class of so-called doctors actually 
never acquire this ability, at least to any considerable extent. 
The consequences to their patients, whatever they may be to 
their practice, are not difficult to surmise; they cannot fail to be 
in the end disastrous. An examination of this book makes ns 
feel sure that its perusal will serve, far better than that of ordi¬ 
nary works on practice alone, to enable the student and the 
imperfect practitioner to meet disease successfully and courage¬ 
ously, and to know how to do as nearly as possible the right 
thing in many trying emergencies. We do not say that the 
work supercedes works on practice; it is very far from being 
complete and comprehensive enough for that, but that it, as far 
as it goes, introduces to the mysteries of the healing art in a 
more practical, as well as in a more scientific manner. It is a 
work that we can cordially recommend to the attention of both 
students and practitioners. 

II. This is the second American Manual of Skin Diseases to 
appear, and it is safe to predict that it will receive a cordial 
weleome from the profession. The author is well known as one 
of the leading dermatologists of the country, and a follower of 
the German school, and his work shows this to a certain extent, 
as well in its dedication to Prof. Hebra, as in its contents. It 
is, however, probably none the worse for this fact, in the minds 
of the majority of the American public for whom it is intended. 
While it is less elementary in its character than the work of 
Piffard, noticed last year in this journal, it is likely to be equally 
valuable to the student of medicine who commences the study 
of these affections, and to the working physician in practice. 
As a safe and comprehensive treatise on this special class of 
diseases, we consider it one of the very best in our language. 

III. This work, one of the publications of the Progres Med¬ 
ical , comprises three parts independent of each other. The first 
of these is a clinical study of the state of mal epileptique a very 
fully reported fatal case is given with the results of tne autopsy, 
etc. The second and longest part of the work is entitled 
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“Therapeutic Researches,” and contains the results of clinical 
and experimental studies and discussions of the literature upon 
the therapeutic usage and value of several of the agents that 
have been recommended and employed in the treatment of 
epilepsy. We can give here only the general conclusions of 
these investigations, but these are of interest. 

First, the results, as far as they go, of the use of the ammonia 
and sulphate of copper in this disorder are hardly encouraging, 
in only one of five patients was there any amelioration, in three 
the effects were not perceptible, and in one the disorder was de¬ 
cidedly aggravated. 

The bromide of camphor was tried upon nine patients at the 
Salpetriere. Three of these were old and rather hopeless cases, 
in which but little was expected from the treatment. In the 
other six cases, which were less unfavorable as a whole, the 
amelioration was quite decided, the number of regular epileptic 
attacks, and especially of the attacks of vertigo were notably 
diminished. The fact that the vertigos were especially favora¬ 
bly affected is mentioned as promising well for the use of this 
drug in cases in which these are the principal symptom. From 
a very minute quantity the doses, gradually increased, ranged 
as high as twenty-seven grains in one case and to twenty-two 
or three grains in the majority of the others. It appears from 
this showing that this agent may render very useful services in 
this affection. 

The other remedies experimented with were ice, locally ap¬ 
plied, oxide of zinc, the results of the use of which were hardly 
so decidedly beneficial, and nitrite of amyl, which is the subject 
of a rather exhaustive study. 

We extract the following summary of the more important 
points observed in the patients submitted in the action of this 
remedy: 

“1. The movements of the jaws, the trembling of the lips, 
and the chewing motions, observed by us in many cases, fully 
confirm the statements of Dr. Crichton Brown (in regard to the 
occurrence of these secondary phenomena). 

“ 2. The lowering of the temperature that has been noted in 
every case in which it was looked for, shows that in this respect 
the action of nitrite of amyl is the same in animals as in the 
human being. 

“3. From the beginning of the inhalation we may, without 
inconvenience, relieve the patient from all the restraints ap¬ 
plied. To prevent the return of the severe clonic convulsions 
(of hystero-epilepsy), it is sufficient to recommence the inhala¬ 
tion. In Gen.., Her.., Mar.., for example, movements of deglu¬ 
tition, nauseas, or vomitings, indicate the end of the attack. 
Thus it is possible to announce almost at once that Gen.., will 
be again seized, even when she appears completely relieved, if 
the inhalation has not induced vomiting, or efforts to vomit. 
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“ 4. Of consecutive phenomena we may cite, (a) a more in¬ 
tense and enduring cephalalgia than the patients suffer after the 
natural termination of their attacks; (b) a sensation of vertigo, 
complicated with a slight degree of hebetude; (c) troubles of 
vision. Some patients see the faces of those who surround them 
half yellow and black, others think they see flakes of yellow 
snow falling, million of sparks; or yet they see hideous black 
animals, circles of various colors, etc. In respect to these, al¬ 
though the statements of patients appear to agree, it is well to 
reserve an opinion, since hysterical patients communicate their 
symptoms very generously. 

“ 5. Generally, when the inhalation has been properly con¬ 
ducted, the patients, once come to their senses, do not have 
another attack the same day. 

“ Some of our observations indicate with what facility a tol¬ 
erance of the remedy is produced, since it was necessary to in¬ 
crease the dose, so to speak, at each inhalation. To avoid any 
accident it would be prudent, it appears to us, to abstain from 
the use of the nitrite for a little while, in those patients who 
have taken it repeatedly within a short period. 

“7. Nitrite of amyl exercises an incontestable influence on 
the attacks of epilepsy and hystero-epilepsy. But does it have 
any permanent influence upon the progress of the convulsive 
accidents? We await new facts to answer this question. One ' 
patient, Dan. ., after the inhalations, has remained eight weeks 
without having any attacks; another. Her. ., has had none, 
though four months have passed since the use of the drug. Is 
this an amelioration due to the remedy, or merely a coincidence? 
At present it is impossible to say.” 

The latter part of the volume is devoted to the subject of 
hystero-epilepsy, a study of two or three of the more striking 
cases at the Salpetriere, one or two of which have already be¬ 
come classical, so to speak, as illustrations of the disease. The 
work, as a whole, is a very valuable contribution to clinical 
literature. 

IV. This is not a law-book, but rather a medical work. It 
is designed for medical men, and to such will doubtless prove 
very useful. Dr. McClelland has collected together a large 
number of cases of suits for malpractice from the various State 
reports, together with some from foreign sources, which illus¬ 
trate the course of the courts in dealing with these questions 
that so especially interest the members of the medical profes¬ 
sion. While the majority of the decisions appear to combine 
law and justice, there are a few here reported that are not en¬ 
couraging, and certainly seem to fail in respect to the latter. 
This applies, of course, more to the verdicts of juries, than to 
supreme court decisions, though the latter are far from being in 
all cases above medical criticism. 


u 
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The arrangement adopted in the book is convenient rather 
than scientific; the cases are classified according to the anatom¬ 
ical position of the lesion or injury, and not either according to 
the legal points involved or their more important surgical and 
pathological relations. The plan adopted is, nevertheless, very 
possibly the best for a work of this kind. We notice a few 
slips on the part of the compiler, thus the majority of the cases 
cited under the head of “Measure of Damages,” for example, 
seem to us to have no particular reason for their position there. 

The latter part of the work, upon skill in diagnosis and treat¬ 
ment, and the prognosis of lractures, dislocations, etc., contains 
matter that will be of use to the counsel in suits for malprac¬ 
tice, as giving a pretty good summary of the best surgical opin¬ 
ions on these subjects. The tables given are largely those of 
Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, but Dr. McClellan has supplemented 
them with still further data collected by himself. The closing 
chapters upon “negligence” will be useful reading for physicians 
and surgeons. 

Altogether, we think this book will be a very valuable addi¬ 
tion to the library of the surgeon and physician, and a useful 
work of reference, in many respects, to the legal practitioner. 

V. This is a well written and able, though brief, treatise on 
the treatment of syphilis. The most striking feature is the 
author’s use of mercury in what he calls the tonic treatment, 
consisting in finding experimentally and gradually the quantity 
required to begin to produce constitutional effects, which he 
calls the “full dose,” and then reducing this to one-half for the 
continued treatment, after the active symptoms of the disease 
have subsided. This reduced quantity he calls the “tonic dose,” 
and advises its continuous use for two or three years. This 
method of Dr. Keyes was made known to physicians by his 
papers published the past year, and therefore there has not been 
time for trials to have been made of it, thoroughly, by others 
but it seems from his own testimony to be altogether 
rational and very successful. It is based upon the results of the 
author’s investigations in regard to syphilitic blood, and has, 
therefore, the recommendation that it is, so far, not an empirical 
method. We wish that all the other employments of mercury 
could be as well founded on a scientific basis,—that we could 
give at least a probable theory of its undoubtedly useful action. 

The other agents and methods useful in the treatment of 
syphilis are briefly, but very satisfactorily, described, as is also 
the management of the various special symptoms. We can cor¬ 
dially recommend the book as a very excellent one of its class. 

VI. This is a very elegantly gotten up work on one of the 
surgical applications of electricity. We cannot go at length 
into its merits, but it appears well written, and the methods it 
recommends seem useful. In typography and illustrations it is 
admirable. 
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VII. The transactions of the Illinois Society form a neat 
volume of two hundred snd 3eventy-one pages, containing the 
usual addresses, reports and papers and brief abstracts of the 
discussions of the same. The noteworthy ones of these, in a 
neurological point of view, are the report on otology by Dr. 
Hotz, and that on physiology by Dr. Stevenson. The latter of 
these reviews a number of the recent investigations in the phy¬ 
siology of the nervous system, and the former is devoted to the 
subject of brain disease caused by extension of aural trouble. 

Other papers worthy of mention here are those on contribu¬ 
tory negligence, by Dr. M. A. McClelland, and on menstruation 
by Dr A. Reeves Jackson. The general appearance of the 
volume is very fine. 



